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THE ADVOCATE OF PEACE. 



Ok Earth Peace. 



, Nation shall not lift up Sword aoainst Nation, neither shall thet learn War ant more. 
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AVONDALE AND WAR. 

Avondale is now a name of horror. It tingles on every 
ear, and touches with sorrow and compassion every heart 
not dead to humanity. Its sound, echoed by telegraph 
through the civilized world, has called forth everywhere 
expressions of sympathy for the sufferers, and is prompting 
in both hemispheres generous efforts for their relief. 

It is, indeed, a startling and terrible tale of woe ; but 
how slight the evils in this. case compared with those insep- 
arable from war ! George Bancroft says there were six 
hundred battles during our rebellion ; and every one of 
these was fraught with evils far more deplorable than this 
Avondale disaster, and some of them a thousand-fold greater. 
Here was no malice, no plan, purpose or desire to kill 
these victims, and inflict sorrow and suffering on their 
stricken families and friends. How different in War ! Its 
very aim, its avowed purpose is to kill as many as possible. 
Its glory is measured in part by the multitude of its 
victims, and the highest rewards are lavished on those trho 
destroy the largest number. Look at Christendom boasting 
her civilization and her peaceful religion, yet training at 
this hour six or eight millions of men, and expending every 
year more than 1000 million dollars in support of a war- 
system whose grand design is to inflict upon mankind evils 
-ten thousand times greater than those of this Avondale 
disaster. 

How strange the chronic insensibility of humane, Chris- 
tian men to the evils of war ! They are touched to tender- 
ness, to tears and a generous liberality over this compara. 
tively insignificant calamity ; but how do they treat the 
huge war-system ; this master-evil of Christendom and the 
world, in this afternoon of the nineteenth century ? What 
are they doing to remove or abate its vast, countless evils ? 
How many of our own 5,000 periodical papers, how many 
of our 40,000 or 50,000 pulpits, how many of our three or 
four million professed followers of the Prince of Peace, are 
doing any part of their duty on this subject ? 

Well does Chalmers exclaim in view of the general in- 
sensibility on this subject, " O ! tell me, if there be any 
relentings of pity in your bosom, how could you endure it, 
to behold the agonies of the dying man, as goaded by pain 
he grasps the cold ground in convulsive energy, or faint 
with the loss of blood, his pulse ebbs low, and the gather- 
ing paleness spreads itself over his countenance ; or wrap- 
ping himself round in despair, he can only mark by a few 
feeble quiverings, that life still lurks and lingers in his 



lacerated body ; or lifting up a faded eye, he casts on you 
a look of imploring helplessness for that succour which no 
sympathy can yield him. The eye of the sentimentalist 
turns away from such sufferings. He cannot bear thus to 
pause, even in imagination, on the distressing picture of 
one individual ; but multiply it ten thousand times ; say 
how much of all this distress has been heaped together 
upon a single field ; give us the arithmetic of this accumu- 
lated wretchedness, and lay it before us with all the 
accuracy of an -official computation ; and, strange to tell, 
not one sigh is lifted up among the crowd of eager listeners, 
as they stand on tiptoe, and catch every syllable of utter- 
ance which is read to them out of the registers of death. 
! say, what mystic spell is that, which so blinds us to 
the sufferings of our brethren ; which deafens our ear to the 
voice of bleeding humanity, when it is aggravated by the 
shriek of dying thousands ; which makes the very magni- 
tude of the slaughter throw a softening disguise over its 
cruelties and its horrors ; which causes us to eye with in- 
difference the field that is crowded with the most revolting 
abominations, and arrests that sigh which each individual 
would singly have drawn from us, by the report of the 
many who have fallen, and breathed their last in agony 
along with them." 



CUBAN BELLIGERENCY. 



What does the concession of belligerent rights mean? 
It means the interference of one government in the internal 
affairs of another to the extent of sanctioning, upholding 
and abetting a portion of its disaffected subjects in their 
efforts to resist by force of arms its authority, to violate all 
its laws with impunity, and accomplish, if possible, its 
entire and permanent overthrow. Belligerency means just 
this ; and the governments of England and France, when 
they recognized our slaveholding rebels, said to them in 
effect, ' You have as much right to violate the laws of your 
country, as your rulers have .to enforce them, and are just 
as innocent and even praiseworthy in your gigantic, desper- 
ate attempts to overthrow your government as its loyal 
citizens are in supporting it True, you are doing what we at 
home regard as the climax of all crimes, and would punish 
with the utmost severity ; but notwithstanding our treaties 
of peace and amity with your government, we give our 
countenance and encouragement to your efforts for its over- 
throw and utter ruin. If you Fail,. we shall sympathize 
with you in your misfortune ; but if you succeed, we shall 
laud the triumph of your wholesale crimes as a great and 
glorious revolution.' 



